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AN  INFORMAL 
HISTORY 

OF  THE 

N  OF  WILMINGTON 


History  is  more  than  a  recitation  of  dates  and  facts.  It  is  the 
story  of  people.  In  this  presentation  of  some  of  the  episodes,  in 
Wilmington’s  history,  it  is  people  who  are  being  presented — the 
living  people  who  have  molded  our  destiny. 

A  YANKEE  TOWN 

Ask  any  person  what  would  typify  a  town  such  as  Wilmington, 
and  the  hundreds  of  other  towns  that  were  started,  in  early  New 
England,  and  he  would  say  that  it  is  a  Yankee  Town.  Ask  him  to 
further  define  Yankee,  and  he  might  tell  you  that  the  Yankees 
were  the  descendants  of  the  first  Englishmen  who  came  to  settle 
on  the  shores  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Yet  a  Yankee  is  not  necessarily  a  person  of  English  descent,  nor 
is  Wilming  on  which  is  a  typical  Yankee  Town,  one  that  was  settled 
by  Englishmen. 

The  Yankees  were  a  mixture  of  English,  Scotch  and  French, 
with  a  few  more  nationalities,  including  the  yidian.  The  English 
Puritans  had  their  Scot  counterparts,  and  joining  them  were  many 
of  the  French  Huguenots,  who  had  fled  their  native  land  at  about 
the  time  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes. 

Wilmington’s  first  three  settlers  were,  respectively,  a  Scot,  a 
Frenchman,  and  an  Englishman — with  the  fourth  settler  possibly 
being  Scot,  so  that  the  English  strain  was  not  prominent.  The 
Indian  strain,  alluded  to  before,  was  present,  however,  for  the  wife 
of  the  first  settler,  William  Butter,  was  an  Indian  woman,  accord¬ 
ing  to  tradition. 


THE  BEGINNING 

When  the  Great  and  Generali  Court  was  established  in  Boston, 
one  of  its  first  duties  was  to  lay  out  bounds,  for  the  various  towns. 
Before  1640  lines  had  been  laid  out  to  show  the  limits  of  the  early 
towns  of  Lynn,  Charlestown  and  Cambridge,  some  of  which  go 
through  what  is  today  Wilmington.  These  lines  radiated  from 
Boston,  and  the  Merrimack  River  was  supposed  to  be  the  end  of 
the  lines  which  went  to  the  northward,  although  they  were  never 
surveyed  to  that  point,  for  the  growth  of  the  outlying  settlements 
came  too  quickly. 

Part  of  the  line  between  Lynn  and  Charlestown  exists  today, 
the  line  between  Woburn  and  Reading,  just  south  of  Wilmington. 
It  extended  from  there  to  a  point  in  North  Wilmington,  somewhere 
near  where  the  “forefinger”  of  the  map  of  Wilmington  ends — just 
where  cannot  be  determined. 

The  line  between  Charlestown  and  Cambridge  may  also  be 
traced,  today.  This  line  was  later  further  defined,  and,  in  this 
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area,  was  called  the  “Shawsheen  Line”.  It  was  to  mark  the  bound¬ 
ary  of  the  Towns  of  Woburn  and  Billerica,  and  was  determined  to 
lie  one  mile  east  of  the  Shawsheen  River.  The  line  was  actually 
surveyed,  about  1665.  It  exists  itoday,  from  the  Town  Bound  on 
Lake  street,  near  the  Melzar  home,  to  the  Town  Bound  on  Salem 
street,  between  Wilmington  and  Tewksbury.  The  Salem  Street 
Bound  was  near  the  northern  end  of  the  “Shawsheen  Line”  as 
originally  surveyed. 

Thus  we  find  that  Wilmington,  as  it  is  constituted  today, 
comprises  parts  from  four  different  towns.  Reading  (first  known  as 
Lynn  Village,  settled  in  1642)  contributed,  roughly,  the  land  which 
lies  to  the  east  of  Woburn  Street  in  North  Wilmington  and  along 
West  Sitreet.  Woburn,  (first  known  as  Charlestown  Village,  settled 
in  1642)  contributed  land  which  was  known  as  “The  Boggy  End 
Meadow”  and  “The  Land  of  Goshen”,  now  the  south  and  central 
parts  of  Wilmington,  up  to  about  Aldrich  Road  and  just  beyond 
Silver  Lake,  westerly  and  northerly.  Billerica,  which  was  laid  out 
from  a  part  of  Cambridge,  contributed  (1737)  the  “thumb”  of 
Wilmington,  land  that  had  been  to  the  west  of  the  Shawsheen 
Line  when  it  was  first  surveyed,  from  about  Aldrich  Road  to  the 
present  Billerica  line,  on  the  Shawsheen  River. 

The  fourth  town  was  Charlestown.  It  contributed  the  “Land 
of  Nod”,  which  comprised  most  of  what  is  today  known  as  North 
Wilmington. 


THE  FIRST  REFERENCE 

The  firsit  reference  to  land  which  is  now  in  the  Town  of  Wil¬ 
mington  appeared  in  a  book  which  was  published,  in  London,  in 
1651.  A  quaint  volume,  it  was  written  by  Capt.  Edward  Johnson, 
Town  Clerk  of  Woburn,  and  Commander  of  the  Train  Band 
(Militia)  of  that  town.  The  book  was  called  “The  Wonder  Working 
Providence  of  Zion’s  Saviour  in  New  England.” 

The  doughty  Captain  published  his  book  anonymously,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  authorship,  (through  what  is  known  as 
“internal  evidence”.  He  lists  three  of  the  four  Captains  of  Train 
Bands,  in  his  book,  and  then  says  modestly  that  “the  Wooburne 
Band  is  commanded  by  a  Kentish  Man”  (Johnson  was  from  Kent, 
in  England). 

Johnson,  an  intense  Puritan  (and  progenitor  of  a  famous  Wo¬ 
burn  family,  still  prominent  in  that  city),  made  it  a  point  to  be 
present  at  the  founding  of  each  and  every  Puritan  church,  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  The  churches,  in  thatt  day,  were,  of 
course,  synonomous  with  the  towns.  Speaking  of  the  founding  of 
Ipswich,  in  1636  (and  probably  written  in  that  same  year)  Johnson 
said: 

“Ipswich  is  a  fair  towne,  that  lieth  on  a  fair  river  of  the  same 
name,  which  riseth  from  a  small  pond  in  the  hills,  some  five  and 
twenty  miles  in  the  interior,  and  abruptly  descends  into  a  large 
and  marshy  swamp,  inhabited  only  by  wolves  and  bears.” 

The  pond,  of  which  Johnson  spoke,  was  probably  a  beaver 
pond,  in  what  is  now  Burlington,  at  the  headwaters  of  the  Mill 
Brook,  which  crosses  Chestnut  Street,  below  Mill  Road.  It  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  note  that  Johnson,  at  that  early  date,  assigned  this 
stream  to  be  the  headwaters  of  the  Ipswich,  a  point  on  which  later 
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geographers  have  been  unable  to  agree.  Mill  Brook  is  the  only 
stream  which  “abruptly  descends”. 

The  “large  and  marshy  swamp”  of  course,  is  Wilmington.  The 
wolves  and  txie  bears  are  gone,  but  the  water  remains,  to  this  day. 

Johnson  made  further  descriptions  of  the  land  about  Wilming¬ 
ton,  in  other  parts  of  his  book,  especially  where  he  was  describing 
his  town  of  Woburn.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  understand  just 
what  he  is  describing,  because  he,  of  course,  knew  nothing  of  the 
towns  and  cities  that  would  follow  him,  but  he  does  speak  of 
“bog  iron”,  which  can  be  found,  to  this  day  in  this  town,  and  men¬ 
tions  several  points  that  can,  perhaps,  be  identified. 

Johnson  was  not  the  only  one  to  describe  Wilmington,  for,  as 
early  as  1535  prominent  features  of  Wilmington  had  been  named, 
on  maps  wnicn  are  still  supposed  to  exist.  Thus  the  swamp  be¬ 
hind  the  Congregational  Church  was  named  “Cedars  of  Lebanon” 
from  the  many  cedars  that  grew  there,  and  the  swamp  on  both 
sides  of  Mapie  Meadow  Brook,  from  about  Federal  street  to  about 
Lowell  street,  were  identified  as  “Ladder  Pole  Swamp”,  from  the 
many  straight  swamp  maples  that  grew  there,  handy  for  making 
ladder-poles.  The  very  earliest  settlers  did  not  make  stairways  to 
the  second  floor  of  their  buildings,  they  made  ladders,  and  ladder 
poles  were  an  important  thing  in  the  domestic  economy. 

The  first  Minister,  in  the  Church  of  Christ  of  Woburn  (for  so 
the  Puritans  called  their  churches)  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Carter. 
A  painting  may  be  seen  in  the  Woburn  Public  Library,  of  the  or¬ 
dination  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carter,  in  1642,  an  ordination  which  was 
not  in  conformance  with  the  accepted  ritual  of  the  Puritan  Church, 
and  which  scandalized  many  of  the  people  of  that  day.  Both  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Carter  and  Edward  Johnson  have  many  descendants 
living  in  Wilmington  today. 

THE  LAND  OF  NOD 

When  Woburn  was  settled  in  1642,  Charlestown  owned  a  lot  of 
land  in  the  new  township.  In  order  to  make  affairs  straight,  it  was 
p,opcsed  that  Charlestown  give  the  land  to  Woburn,  and  then  take 
300u  acies,  to  the  north  of  the  new  town,  for  itself  in  compensation, 
and  this  was  done.  The  new  land,  which  was  beyond  the  domain  of 
any  of  the  established  churches,  became  known  as  the  “Land  of 
Nod”,  for  reasons  which  are  practically  self-evident.  That  part  of 
Wilmington  which  lies  north  of  Lubber’s  Brook  was  known  as  the 
Land  of  Ned  until  after  the  Civil  War. 

It  is  pernaps  ironic  that  the  firs;  ownership  of  land,  in  the  Land 
of  Nod,  was  accompanied  by  shady  real  estate  transactions,  in  the 
light  of  today’s  accepted  mores. 

Charlestown  gave  the  land  (3000  acres)  to  ten  of  its  prominent 
citizens,  and  ordered  a  survey  to  be  made.  The  order  to  the  sur¬ 
veyor  was  “starting  at  the  most  northerly  point  on  the  Shawsheen 
Line,  go  south  two  miles,  and  then  easterly  to  the  Reading  Line, 
so  as  to  encompass  an  area  of  3000  acres.” 

Had  the  surveyor  worked  according  to  directions  the  Land  of 
Nod  would  have  lain  in  a  triangle  roughly  marked  by  the  northern 
end  of  MacDonald  Road,  Silver  Lake,  and  the  point  where  the 
Ipswich  River  and  Woburn  Street  meet.  However,  through  ignor¬ 
ance,  or  otherwise,  the  surveyor,  starting  at  the  right  point,  went 
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THE  OLD  NOD  MILL 


(As  i|t  appeared  in  1890  -  Courtesy  of  the  Wilmington  Water  Dept.) 

First  established,  on  Martin’s  Brook,  in  1695.  During  the  Civil 
War  it  manufactured  “Flannel  Boards”,  for  use  in  wrapping  bolts 
of  flannel,  made  in  Ballardvale,  for  the  Union  Armies.  It  burned 
to  the  ground  in  a  great  fire,  in  1892,  a  fire  which  started  opposite 
the  home  of  Silas  Brown,  and  swept  to  Lynnfield.  The  “up  and 
down”  saw,  of  this  mill,  is  s)till  in  existence,  now  the  property  of 
Mr.  Edmund  Sargent  of  Woburn  Street. 
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southerly  on  the  Reading  Line,  and  then  swung  easterly,  to  make 
up  3000  acres,  arriving  at  the  point  where  Salem  Street  crosses  the 
North  Reading  Line,  today.  Thus  an  order  of  the  Great  and 
General  Court  was  circumvented,  and  the  Land  of  Nod,  in  effect, 
stolen  from  the  Town  of  Reading. 

The  land  having  been  surveyed,  the  ten  Charlestown  owners 
then  made  up  a  party  to  go  and  see  the  land  which  had  been  given 
to  them.  They  found,  when  they  arrived,  a  land  of  rocks  and  hills, 
covered  with  trees — and  an  Indian,  named  Nene-sawa-tucket. 

The  men,  in  order  to  make  a  better  title  for  themselves,  then 
decided  to  have  Nene-sawa-tucket  give  them  deeds,  in  return  for  the 
usual  trinkets  bartered  to  the  Indians,  in  that  day.  This  was  done, 
to  the  obvious  delight  of  the  poor  savage,  who  “never  had  it  so 
good”  to  use  a  modern  term.  After  the  Charlestown  men  had  left, 
he,  having  learned  of  the  value  of  real  estate,  went  to  Andover, 
and  sold  the  land  all  over,  for  a  second  time — an  act  which  was  to 
lead  to  endless  difficulties,  when  Wilmington  was  finally  incor¬ 
porated,  for  the  Selectmen  of  Wilmington  and  Andover  haggled 
over  the  Town  Bounds  for  four  years  (1730-34)  before  finally  com¬ 
ing  to  an  agreement. 

Today  the  Land  of  Nod  may  best  be  described  as  being  north 
of  a  line  along  the  route  of  Salem  Street,  and  a  few  feet  north  of  it, 
from  the  North  Reading  Line,  to  the  crossing  of  the  Portland 
Branch  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  RR  (later  known  as  the  “Widow 
Blanchard  Crossing”).  An  elm  tree,  on  the  lawn  of  the  Brooks 
home  (lately  Caleb  Harriman’s  estate)  is  reputed  to  be  one  of  the 
original  bounds  of  the  land,  a  tree  which  is  today  held  together 
by  chains,  and  is  obviously  not  destined  to  live  much  longer. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLER 

It  isn’t  positively  known  who  was  the  first  settler  in  what  is 
now  Wilmington,  but  William  Butter,  a  Scotsman,  has  probably  the 
best  claim.  He  built  his  home  in  “The  Boggy  Part  of  Woburn” 
“across  the  river”  (Maple  Meadow  Brook).  The  site  is  today  at 
the  corner  of  Mill  Road  and  Chestnut  Street,  and  Mill  Road  is 
probably  the  oldest  road  in  town,  being  described  at  about  that 
time  as  “the  road  over  Wood  Hill,  to  Will  Butter’s”.  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  that  he  spelled  his  name  Butter.  The  Butters,  with 
an  added  ‘s’  came  later,  after  the  family  had  increased  in  numbers, 
and  given  its  name  to  tthe  street  on  which  they  lived — Butters  Row. 

William  Butter  was  born  about  1630,  in  Scotland.  He  grew  up 
in  the  days  of  the  English  Civil  War,  and  the  Scots  Covenanters 
and  English  Puritans.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Puritans 
were  the  “Roundheads”  who,  under  Oliver  Cromwell,  deposed  the 
King,  Charles  I,  and  later  executed  him.  His  son,  who  later  became 
Charles  II  had  many  loyal  supporters  in  Scotland,  and  landed  there, 
sometime  after  his  father’s  death,  to  raise  the  Stuart  Standard. 

The  Scottish  Clans  rose,  and  there  were  two  battles,  near  the 
English-Scottish  Border.  The  New  Model  Army,  under  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well,  crushed  the  Clans  (1649-51).  Butter,  serving  with  the  Scots, 
was  taken  prisoner,  probably  at  Worcester,  and  put  into  a  jail  at 
Kingston-on-Hull,  together  with  5000  of  his  compatriots. 

These  5000  prisoners  proved  to  be  a  vexatious  problem  for 
Oliver  Cromwell,  the  Lord  Protector  of  England,  for  he  couldn’t 
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WILMINGTON'S  FIRST  HOUSE 

A  drawing  of  what  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  house 
built  in  what  is  now  Wilmington,  by  Will  Butter,  in  1665.  This 
building  was  standing  on  the  site,  in  1856,  at  the  time  that  Cyrus 
Thompson,  of  Woburn  made  a  survey  of  |the  area,  in  an  effort  to 
determine  the  true  facts  concerning  the  Baldwin  Apple.  Thompson 
made  a  sketch  of  the  Solon  Johnson  house,  as  it  was  then  known, 
and  this  drawing  has  been  taken  from  that  sketch.  The  original 
house  burned  down  during  the  Civil  War. 

If  Thompson’s  sketch  is  accurate,  and  it  appears  to  be,  the 
Will  Butter  House  was  not  constructed  to  face  South,  as  were 
nearly  all  houses  in  that  day,  but  rather  to  the  Southeast. 


kill  them  (and  profess  to  be  a  Christian)  and  he  couldn’t  let  them 
go  (for  then  the  Clans  would  rise  again).  Keeping  them  in  prison 
was  too  costly,  so  he  finally  solved  his  problem  by  selling  them,  as 
indentured  servants,  to  settlers  in  the  New  World — New  England 
and  Jamaica. 

Will  Butter  thus  found  himself  sold  to  a  Woburn  farmer,  to 
serve  out  nine  years  of  indenturehood.  What  year  he  arrived  in 
Woburn  is  problematical,  but  it  was  probably  before  1655,  which 
would  mean  that  he  was  a  free  man  by  1664.  This  much  we  know, — 
that  in  1665  he  was  listed  in  the  tax  rate  as  the  owner  of  a  home 
in  the  Boggy  End.  When  he  built  the  home  isn’t  known,  but  the 
Puritan  masters  were  generally  quite  kind  (for  that  day  and  age) 
to  their  indentured  servants,  and  many  of  their  servants  had  their 
new  homes  built  several  years  before  their  servitude  was  expired. 
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Will  married  possibly  an  Indian  woman,  and  had  one  child, 
William  Butter  II.  He  served,  in  the  ranks,  in  King  Phillips  War,  as 
is  attested  by  the  Woburn  records.  His  son,  William  Butter  II, 
born  in  1665,  was  probably  the  first  white  child  born  in  what,  is 
now  Wilmington,  and  he  married  Rebecca  Jones,  a  Woburn  girl, 
in  1687,  building  about  that  time  his  home,  which  stands  next  to 
the  “Apple  Monument”  to  this  day,  and  is  probably  the  second 
oldest  dwelling  in  Wilmington.  He  in  turn  was  the  father  of  12 
children,  who  spread  out,  to  the  north,  and  gave  the  name  .  of 
Butters  Row  to  a  road  that  started  where  Marion  Street  joins 
Burlington  Avenue  today,  and  ended  at  the  present  end  of  Butters 
Row,  on  Main  Street. 

Will  Butter,  a  Covenanter,  had  no  use  for  the  Puritan  church, 
and  never  joined  it,  a  very  positive  act  for  that  day  and  age. 

His  son,  however,  did,  and  was,  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life, 
given  the  honor  of  being  on  the  first  Board  of  Selectmen,  in  the 
new  Town  of  Wilmington.  He  was  then  known  as  William  Butters. 

Several  homes  exist  today  which  were  built  by  grandchildren 
of  Will  Butter.  The  best  preserved  is  that  which  lies  across  the 
street  from  the  Wilmington  Skating  Club,  built  in  1712  by  Samuel 
Butters.  It  was  originally  built  as  a  “Garrison  House”,  a  shape  it 
preserved  for  over  100  years.  It  has  been  altered  much,  since  then. 

OTHER  FIRST  SETTLERS 

While  the  honor  of  being  Wilmington’s  first  settler  probably 
goes  to  Will  Butter,  it  might  belong  to  Abraham  Jaquith,  or  to 
Richard  Harnden. 

Abraham  Jaquith  (later  known  as  Sergeant  Abraham  Jaquith) 
was  a  French  Huguenot,  who  settled  on  what  is  now  Aldrich  Road, 
near  Forest  Street,  at  about  1665.  The  land  was,  at  that  time,  a 
part  of  Billerica.  The  cellar  hole  was  plainly  visible  75  years  ago, 
but  is  not  now  to  be  found.  It  might  possibly  have  been  enlarged, 
and  became  part  of  another  cellar  hole,  which  lies  on  or  near  the 
site  described  for  the  original  house. 

Like  Will  Butter,  Sergeant  Jaquith  became  the  progenitor  of  a 
large  and  populous  family,  which  has  spread  all  throughout  the 
United  States.  Not  too  much  is  known  of  the  life  of  Sergeant 
Jaquith,  but  it  might  be  presumed  that  he,  too,  served  in  King 
Phillip’s  War.  On  the  property  which  he  owned  stood  a  hemlock, 
at  that  time  probably  50  or  60  years  old,  a  hemlock  which  was  cut 
down  within  the  past  two  years — The  Jaquith  Hemlock,  oldest  living 
thing  in  New  England. 

The  other  first  settler  was  an  Englishman,  Richard  Harnden. 
He  built  a  home,  in  or  about  1665,  at  what  is  now  67  High  Street, 
in  North  Wilmington.  His  home  remained  standing  until  about 
the  time  of  the  Civil  War.  Harnden  owned  all  the  land  from  the 
Land  of  Nod  to  Jenkin’s  Bridge,  at  the  Ipswich  River,  and  he  was 
the  only  English  Puritan,  of  the  first  settlers.  Where  his  home  was 
built  was  then  Reading. 

TRADITIONS 

Traditionally,  there  is  folk-lore  that  there  were  earlier  settlers, 
in  what  is  now  Wilmington.  Two  families  are  named,  but  neither 
of  these,  in  the  writers  opinion  has  been  proven. 
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On  Boutwell  Street,  in  the  westerly  part  of  Wilmington,  about 
opposite  (to  the  present  McSheffrey  home,  stood,  until  about  30 
years  ago,  the  Boutwell  House,  a  long  and  low-ceilinged  dwelling. 
This  was  the  ancestral  home  of  Governor  Boutwell,  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  Civil  War  fame.  Some  of  Wilmington’s  people  have  tried  to 
establish  a  date  of  1658  for  this  house.  Although  the  house  was 
very  old,  when  it  was  demolished,  this  date  was  quite  probably 
wrong,  and  the  house  was  probably  built  at  a  later  date. 

The  other  building  is  certainly  the  oldest  now  standing  in 
Wilmington,  but  the  claim  that  it  dates  to  1635  is  just  as  certainly 
in  error.  This  assumption  was  made  by  earlier  researchers,  who 
lacked  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay  Colony. 

William  Buck,  and  Roger  Buck,  his  son,  emigrated  from  Eng¬ 
land  in  1635,  on  the  ship  Increase,  and  settled  in  Cambridge.  Roger 
Buck  was  born  in  1617,  presumably  in  England,  but  the  Wilmington 
Buck  family  states  that  their  forbears  were  Scot.  He  was,  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  for  a  time,  the  “Public  Executioner”,  and  in  1668  was 
ordered  to  inflict  twenty  lashes  upon  a  culprit.  It  is  not  known 
whether  or  not  the  order  was  carried  out.  He  died,  in  Woburn,  on 
November  10,  1693. 

The  Buck  home,  known  in  Wilmington  as  the  Benjamin  Buck 
House,  was  built  probably  about  1672,  by  Roger  Buck  and  his  son, 
Ephraim  Buck.  The  portion  of  the  Benjamin  Buck  house,  which 
they  built,  is  now  in  the  back  part  of  the  building,  and  may  still  be 
distinguised  from  the  rest  of  the  house,  which  was  built  around  or 
befort  Revolutionary  War  times. 

The  Buck  home  has  been  carefully  inspected  by  Dr.  Warren 
Stearns,  distinguished  historian  of  Billerica,  and  he  ascribes  a  date 
of  “a  latter  part  of  the  Seventeenth  Century”  to  the  older  part  of 
the  dwelling.  The  street  that  goes  by  the  house  (Woburn  Street) 
was  laid  out,  by  the  Town  of  Woburn  in  1672,  and  in  that  same  year 
Ephraim  Buck  was  taxed,  in  the  Meeting  House  Rates  (Church 
Pew  Rent),  in  Woburn.  Ephraim  had  married  Sarah  Brooks,  of 
Woburn,  on  January  1,  1671. 

The  first  portion  of  the  house  was  long,  but  only  one  room 
wide,  with  a  central  fire  place  dividing  (the  house  into  two  parts. 
It  was  a  two  family  home,  right  from  the  beginning,  and  remained 
a  two  family  home  for  about  150  years.  Each  side  was  duplicated, 
on  the  other  side,  and  it  so  remains  to  this  day,  a  very  curious  bit 
of  early  New  England  architecture.  The  division  was  carried  out 
still  further,  for  the  barn,  which  formerly  stood  in  back  of  the 
house,  was  similarly  divided,  and  the  division  line  was  carried 
right  over  Buck’s  Hill,  and  down  to  the  Maple  Meadow  Brook. 

The  belief  that  the  house  may  date  from  1635  comes  from  a 
misunderstanding  of  facts. 

In  1652  Roger  Buck,  and  his  father,  William  Buck,  were  given 
land  in  what  is  now  part  of  Billerica,  but  was,  at  that  time,  part  of 
Cambridge.  They  never  occupied  the  land,  and  it  was  given  to 
others,  soon  afterwards.  Because  part  of  Billerica  became,  at  a 
much  later  date,  a  part  of  Wilmington,  the  assumption  was  made 
by  some  that  William  and  Roger  Buck  had  occupied  the  land,  and 
that  this  land  was  the  ancestral  home  of  the  family.  Actually  it 
was  some  miles  away  from  the  ancestral  home.  How  the  date 
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1635  came  to  be  used  cannot  be  explained,  except  that  the  two 
Bucks  arrived  in  that  year,  from  overseas. 

For  about  250  years  this  home  was  the  home  of  one  or  another 
Buck.  It  is  now  owned  by  a  different  family.  Among  those  that 
were  born  in  the  building  was  Col.  Jonathan  Buck,  founder  of 
Bucksport,  Maine.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Haverhill,  to  which 
place  his  father  had  moved,  after  the  death  of  Jonathan’s  mother, 
Lydia  Eames,  sometime  before  1723.  Colonel  Buck  was  an  officer 
(not  the  Commanding  Officer)  in  an  expedition  to  reduce  a  British 
fort,  Fort  George,  in  Maine,  during  the  Revolution,  an  expedition 
which  ended  in  disgrace,  and  is  rarely  mentioned,  in  American 
histories.  No  disgrace,  however  seems  to  have  been  attached  to 
the  Colonel.  His  gravestone,  in  Bucksport,  has  a  curious  discolora¬ 
tion,  part  of  the  stone,  which  has  been  likened  to  a  witches  boot, 
and  has  been  the  source  of  several  superstitious  tales,  some  of 
which  have  within  the  past  few  years  been  on  radio  programs. 

Others  born  in  this  house  include  Ephraim  Buck,  who,  as  an 
old  man,  killed  the  last  bear  in  Wilmington,  a  story  that  has  been 
extensively  told  in  other  places,  and  his  son,  Ephraim  Jr.,  who,  as 
Constable  of  Wilmington,  in  1774,  paid  the  taxes  to  the  Town 
Treasurer,  instead  of  His  Majesty  George  III. 

Another  man,  born  here,  was  Benjamin  Buck,  he  who  gave  the 
parsonage  to  the  Congregational  Church.  His  nephew,  John  Henry 
Buck,  was  the  last  of  that  name  to  dwell  in  this  home. 

CADWALLADER  FORD 

Yankees  are  supposed  to  have  a  tendency  to  “settle  it  in  court”, 
in  other  words  to  be  very  fond  of  litigation.  One  of  the  more  promi¬ 
nent  men,  of  the  18th  century,  in  Wilmington,  was  such  a  man,  for 
he  figured  in  several  prominent  court  trials  of  his  day  and  age — 
Cadwallader  Ford,  he  who  built  the  home  lately  owned  by  Caleb 
Harriman,  in  North  Wilmington. 

Cadwallader  Ford  was  born  in  Ireland,  probably  Northern 
Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  the  Colony,  as  a  young  boy.  He  under¬ 
went  many  hardships,  and  first  enters  history  when  he  conducted 
a  suit,  in  the  Middlesex  Court,  against  the  “E.  Stone  heirs”.  He 
apparently  won  the  suit,  for  the  land  on  which  he  lived,  in  the 
Land  of  Nod,  was  the  basis  of  the  contention,  and  he  built  his  home 
there. 

Ford  was  a  very  successful  business  man.  He  engaged,  as  a 
partner,  Daniel  Eames,  and  the  two  men  purchased  Certificates, 
which  the  Colony  had  given  to  its  soldiers,  instead  of  pay,  for  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  various  expeditions  against  the  French  and  the 
Indians.  The  certificates  were  of  practically  no  value,  when  Eames 
and  Ford  bought  them,  but  they  were  redeemed,  at  a  later  date, 
in  land,  by  the  Great  and  Generali  Court,  and  the  two  men  found 
themselves  owners  of  very  large  tracts  of  land  in  Maine,  which 
was  then  a  part  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  A  letter  is  in  the 
State  Archives,  from  an  Andover  man,  which  calls  Eames  and 
Ford  “A  Royal  Pair  of  Rascals”,  because  of  their  real  estate  trans¬ 
actions,  and  praying  the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  afford  relief  to 
the  writer. 

Cadwallader  Ford  was  one  of  several  hundred  prominent  men 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  who  engaged  to  found  a  Land  Bank 
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and  Manufactory  Scheme  in  1739,  a  scheme  designed  to  ease  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  Colony,  but  which  was  doomed  to 
failure.  Ford  was,  with  many  others,  engaged  in  litagation,  in  1745, 
over  the  affairs  of  this  scheme. 

The  founding  of  the  Town  of  Wilmington,  or,  perhaps  more 
properly,  the  founding  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Wilmington,  in 
1733,  found  Ford  to  be  one  of  the  original  members.  He  donated  a 
christening  basin,  to  the  new  church. 

Ford  died  in  1790,  having  lived  a  full  87  years  of  life.  His  wife, 
Mary  Jenkins,  daughter  of  Joel  Jenkins,  who  lived  near  the  Ipswich 
River,  on  Woburn  Street,  survived  him  by  eight  years.  (This  was 
the  family  for  whom  the  “Jenks”  bridge  was  named.  They  lived 
about  150  yards  north  of  the  river,  on  the  west  side  of  Woburn 
Street). 

Cadwallader  Ford  II,  son  of  the  first  Cadwallader,  was  also  a 
prominent  man.  He  was  Captain  of  one  of  the  Wilmington  com¬ 
panies  of  Minute  Men,  and  marched  on  Lexington  Day.  In  later 
years  he  was  a  representative  in  the  Great  and  General  Court,  and 
was  often  elected  Moderator  of  Wilmington.  He  also  served  as 
Town  Clerk,  for  several  years.  Cadwallader  Ford  II  married  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Issac  Morrill,  and  there  are  many  people 
today  in  Wilmington  who  are  descended  from  this  marriage. 

REV.  ISSAC  MORRILL 

Not  only  a  great  man  of  Wilmington,  but  also  one  of  the  more 
prominent  men  in  the  infant  republic  of  the  United  States  was  the 
Rev.  Issac  Morrill,  for  over  50  years  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 
in  Wilmington.  Born  in  Salisbury,  a  Harvard  graduate  (1737),  he  was 
ordained  Minister  in  Wilmington  on  May  20,  1741,  and  served  the 
Wilmington  church  until  his  death,  on  August  7,  1793. 

Mr.  Morrill  was  an  ardent  patriot.  During  the  seige  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  during  the  French  and  Indian  War,  he  was  Chaplain  in 
Chief  to  the  Massachusetts  forces,  and  endured,  with  the  soldiers, 
the  rigors  of  that  wintertime  seige. 

On  the  day  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morrill, 
in  company  with  the  Billerica  Minister  was  knocking  on  the  doors 
of  the  Minister  at  Bedford,  at  5  a.m.  The  Bedford  Minister,  aroused 
from  his  sleep,  demanded  of  his  colleagues  the  reason  for  all  the 
noise,  and  was  told  that  they  were  going  to  Lexington,  to  fight. 
The  Bedford  Minister,  who  had  been  suspected  of  having  Tory 
sympathies,  replied  that  they  could  go  and  fight,  but  that  he 
would  stay  home  and  pray,  which  he  did. 

After  the  battle  was  over,  however,  Mr.  Morrill  and  the  Bil¬ 
lerica  Minister  made  it  a  point  to  accompany  the  Bedford  Minister 
to  the  British  lines,  at  Boston,  and  to  place  him  in  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  British  Army,  from  which  he  never  returned. 

The  esteem  in  which  Mr,  Morrill  was  held  by  the  people  of 
Wilmington,  and  Massachusetts,  can  only  be  imagined  today,  but 
five  years  after  Lexington,  when  the  first  exercises  were  held  at 
that  place,  it  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morrill  who  was  asked  to  deliver 
the  Sermon,  a  sermon  which  is  still  in  existence. 

The  second  Mrs.  Issac  Morrill,  the  former  Dorothy  Ruggles, 
was  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  Billerica  Ministers.  It  is  to  be  be- 
lived,  but  cannot  be  proven,  that  she  figured  in  the  story  about 
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the  French  Neutral  family,  which  was  quartered  in  Wilmington 
just  200  years  ago,  and.  if  it  were  she,  she  was  apparently  the  only 
Wilmington  resident  to  emerge  from  the  events  with  honor. 

THE  FRENCH  NEUTRALS 

Everyone  knows  the  story  of  Evangeline,  immortalized  by 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow.  When  the  Acadians  were  removed 
to  Massachusetts,  and  other  places,  by  the  Massachusetts  forces, 
in  1755,  one  family  was  sent  to  each  town,  by  His  Majesties  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor,  with  orders  to  the  Selectmen  of  each  town  to 
keep  that  family. 

Sent  to  Wilmington  was  a  family  named  Labodeur  (or  Larba- 
deur),  Jean,  his  wife,  and  a  numerous  brood  of  children. 

They  were  put  into  an  old  abandoned  home,  the  scene  of  Wil¬ 
mington’s  only  Indian  Massacre,  the  Deacon  John  Harnden  home, 
in  North  Wilmington.  (The  site  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to 
the  westward  of  the  home  of  George  Hood,  on  Woburn  Street). 
This  home  had  been  abandoned,  in  1706,  after  the  massacre — 49 
years  standing  empty. 

True  to  the  instructions  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  Select¬ 
men  of  Wilmington  sent  in  bills,  for  the  money  they  had  spent  for 
the  so-called  French  Neutrals — bills  for  rent,  garden  tools,  clothing, 
food,  etc.,  etc.  The  bills  were  sent  in  for  a  period  of  several  years, 
and  it  was  only  the  arrival  of  a  letter,  at  the  Governor’s  office, 
which  changed  the  picture.  The  letter  may  be  read  today,  in  the 
archives,  in  the  State  House.  It  is  in  a  woman’s  hand,  and  scrawled 
below  is  the  signature  of  Jean  Labodeur.  Quotations  from  the 
letter  read: 

“And  they  gave  us  a  house,  wherein  to  live  and  the  windows 
were  without  windows,  and  the  doors  were  without  doors,  and  when 
it  rained  we  went  from  room  to  room,  seeking  a  dry  spot,  wherein 
to  svana,  and  when  we  complained  to  the  Selectmen  they  said  “Go 
Build  Yourself  a  Boat!”  Please,  Your  Honor,  remove  us  from  Wil¬ 
mington,  this  Town  of  Woe.  Allow  me  to  take  my  family  to  Quebec, 
where  dwells  a  cousin.” 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  ordered  the  Boston  Poor  House 
Commissioners  to  investigate,  not  only  the  Wilmington  Neutrals, 
but  the  Quincy  Neutrals  as  well.  Both  families  were  removed  from 
the  care  of  their  respective  towns,  and  put  into  the  Boston  Poor 
House,  where,  it  might  be  presumed,  they  were  at  least  dry. 

It  was  probably  Dorothy  Morrill  who  wrote  that  letter,  from 
the  combination  of  facts  that  (1)  it  was  a  woman  who  wrote  it,  and 
(2)  she  was  well  educated,  and  presumably  spoke  French.  Mrs. 
Morrill  was  probably  the  only  woman  in  Wilmington  who  could 
possibly  answer  to  these  qualifications. 

SAMUEL  DUMMER 

Samuel  Dummer,  a  brother  of  Lieutenant-Governor  William 
Dummer,  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  was,  because  of  his 
brother,  and  because  of  his  own  wealth,  a  prominent  citizen  of  this 
town,  at  the  time  of  its  founding.  He  had  purchased,  a  few  years 
earlier,  about  300  acres  of  land,  in  the  Land  of  Nod,  and  had  built  a 
home  there,  about  100  yards  northeast  of  the  present  corner  of 
Woburn  and  Salem  Streets. 


J.  J.  CRONIN  COMPANY 
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WAREHOUSE  FURNITURE  STORE 


205  MAIN  STREET 
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WILMINGTON 


.  .  LIST  OF  EVENTS  .  . 


Monday,  September  19,  1955 

6:30  p.m.  Opening  of  the  Celebration  at  the  Wilmington  Hotary 
Park  and  Playground.  Church  and  Adelaide  Streets. 
Doll  Carriage  Parade.  Prizes.  Amusements. 


Tuesday,  September  20,  1955 

6:30  p.m.  Bicycle  Parade.  Prizes.  Amusements. 


Wednesday,  September  21,  1955 

6:30  p.m.  Amusements  at  Rotary  Park. 

10:00  p.m.  Talent  Contest.  Directed  and  Judged  by  Ken  Wilson, 
Ray  Dorey  and  Bill  Green  of  Radio  Station  WHDH, 
Boston.  Prizes. 


Thursday,  September  22,  1955 

6:30  p.m  Amusements  at  Rotary  Park. 

10:00  p.m.  Beauty  Contest  to  select  Miss  Rotary  Queen,  conducted 
Ken  Wilson,  Ray  Dorey  and  Bill  Green. 


Friday,  September  23,  1955 

4:00  p.m.  Gymkhana  and  Horse  Show  by  the  Wilmington 
Mounties  and  the  Wilmington  Trail  Blazers.  Directed 
by  Mrs  Fred  Corum  and  Mrs.  Leo  Dupras. 

10:00  p.m.  “Stumpus”,  Simulated  Radio  Broadcast,  as  given  on 
Station  WHDH.  Ken  Wilson,  Ray  Dorey  and  Bill 
Green.  Prizes  will  be  awarded  as  in  the  regular  radio 
show. 


Saturday,  September  24,  1955 

1:45  p.m.  Anniversary  Parade,  assembles  at  Silver  Lake,  on 
Grove  Avenue.  Parade  Marshall,  Fred  F.  Cain,  First 
President,  Rotary  Club  of  Wilmington.  Adjutants 
James  Kelley  and  Rufus  Stevens. 

2:00  p.m.  Start  of  Parade.  March  down  Main  Street. 

2:30  p.m.  Pass  Reviewing  Stand  on  Main  Street,  near  V.F.W.  Hall. 

Parade  turns  left  on  Church  Street,  to  Rotary  Park, 
and  disbands  there. 
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PARADE  ROSTER 


Miss  Rotary  Queen 

Detachment  of  Wilmington  and  State  Police 
Massed  Colors  of  the  Wilmington  Post  136,  American  Legion. 
Nee-Ellsworth  Post  2458.  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  William 
F.  Tattersall  Chapter  No.  106.  Disabled  American  Veterans. 

Redmen’s  Band  of  Wakefield 

Company  E.  Massachusetts  National  Guard  from  Wakefield 
Judge  David  Williams,  State  Commander  DAV  and  James  J.  Sayre. 
National  Service  Officer,  DAV,  with  Aides. 

Wilmington  Fire  Department 
Boy  Scouts  of  America 
Girl  Scouts 

Wilmington  Little  League 
Gates  of  Heaven  Parish  of  South  Boston  -  Band 
New  England  Champions  of  the  CYO 
Other  Civic  and  Patriotic  Organizations 
United  States  Army  Units  from  Fort  Devens 
Fire  Departments 

Citizens  Hose  Company  of  Danvers.  Marblehead,  Lowell.  Westford. 
Carlisle,  Billerica,  Dracut,  Burlington,  Chelmsford.  Danvers, 
Tewksbury,  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base.  State  Forestry  Department. 
Reading,  Wakefield,  Sto.ieham,  Melrose,  North  Reading,  Middleton. 
Andover.  LawTence.  Concord.  Lexington,  Bedford,  Woburn,  Malden, 
Wilmington,  Winchester,  Somerville,  Watertown,  Methuen,  Med¬ 
ford,  Everett,  Cambridge,  Boston,  Lynnfield,  Tyngsboro,  Saugus, 
Arlington,  Waltham,  Lynn.  Chelsea,  Revere,  Swampseott,  Newton. 

FLOATS 

Wilmington  Lions  Club,  St.  Thomas  Church,  Charles  River  Breed- 
inb  Laboratories,  Wilmington  Center  Pharmacy,  Wilmington  Fire 
Department,  Fred  F.  Cain,  Inc.,  Wilmington  Welcome  Wagon, 
William  F.  Tattersall  Chapter  DAV,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 
American  Legion,  Bill  &  Al’s  Service  Station,  Blaisdell  Trucking 
Company,  Harvard  Brewery  Prairies  Schooner  and  Elk  Springs 
Beverages.  The  4-H  Club  of  Wilmington  and  other  organizations. 

Invited  Guests  on  Reviewing  Stand 

Sumner  D.  Whittier,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Massachusetts 
Edith  Nourse  Rogers,  Member  of  Congress 

Brig.  General  Otis  M.  Whitney,  Massachusetts  Commissioner  of 
Public  Safety 

Selectmen  of  Wilmington  -  Mrs.  Wavie  Drew,  Chairman,  Charles 
M.  Black.  E.  Hayward  Bliss,  Nicholas  De  Felice,  and  Joseph  M. 
Woods 

Other  Distinguished  Guests 
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Samuel  Dummer  owned  many  slaves,  which  he  quartered  on 
his  land.  He  had  made  money,  evidently,  in  Jamaica,  possibly  in 
the  sugar  trade,  before  returning  to  Massachusetts.  Why  he  chose 
to  live  in  the  Land  of  Nod  is  a  question  that  has  never  been 
answered,  but  his  home  was  without  doubt  the  grandest  one,  in 
these  rude  parts,  at  that  time. 

When  the  first  church  was  built  there  was  only  one  pew,  be¬ 
neath  the  pulpit,  on  each  side,  the  rest  being  built  to  face  the  pulpit. 
Samuel  Dummer  had  the  right  pew.  and  no  one  used  the  left  one. 

When  the  town  was  incorporated  Samuel  Dummer  was  named 
as  the  leading  citizen,  even  though,  apparently,  he  had  done  no¬ 
thing  towards  the  incorporation  of  the  town.  He  was  appointed 
the  first  Moderator,  and  was  also  appointed  a  Sheriff  of  Middlesex 
County,  at  about  the  same  time.  As  the  first  Moderator,  it  was  his 
duty  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  town  to  assemble  and  to 
preside  at  the  first  town  meeting,  which  was  held  “in  the  school 
house”  which  then  stood  at  about  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and 
Butters  Row. 

Dummer  died  in  1734,  and  his  wife  and  his  only  child,  a  girl, 
did  not  long  survive  him.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  is  still  re¬ 
garded  as  enough  of  a  curiosity  to  be  quoted,  from  time  to  time, 
in  various  Boston  newspapers. 

THE  REV.  GEORGE  WHITEFIELD 

Wilmington  has,  on  its  Town  Seal,  a  facsimile  of  the  Whitefield 
Elm,  a  beautiful  tree,  which  stood  adjacent  to  the  present  Middle¬ 
sex  Avenue,  in  North  Wilmington,  and  about  opposite  to  the  White- 
field  School.  The  present  sidewalk  goes  over  the  site  of  the  tree, 
and  a  monument,  erected  by  the  Wilmington  Women’s  Club,  nearly 
marks  the  site. 

The  tree  was  cut  down  after  its  death,  about  1900,  but  a  section 
still  exists,  in  the  barn  of  Louis  Doucette,  on  Ballardvale  Street, 
a  section  which  was  cut  off  by  Peter  McMahon,  for  use  as  a 
butcher’s  block. 

The  Rev.  George  Whitefield  was  reputed  to  have  preached  to 
the  Indians,  from  beneath  this  tree,  according  to  local  tradition. 
There  is  no  record  of  his  having  done  this,  but,  paradoxically,  there 
is  another  tradition  which,  by  its  disputation  of  the  site,  tends  to 
prove  the  event.  A  Dr.  Silas  Brown,  of  Dracut,  purchased  the 
Harnden  Tavern  in  North  Wilmington  (corner  of  Woburn  and 
Salem  Streets)  about  1816,  and  his  descendants  have  a  tradition, 
which  came  from  the  doctor,  that  the  actual  tree  stood  about  100 
yards  further  south,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  in  front 
of  the  present  home  of  Mrs.  Wilson.  The  doctor  could  have  talked 
with  people  who  were  living  in  Wilmington  during  the  1740’s. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Whitefield  was  an  English  Divine,  who  had  been 
in  the  Church  of  England,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  espouse  the 
Methodist  creed.  He  preached  hundreds  of  sermons  in  the  1740’s 
in  nearly  all  of  the  Colonies,  and  many  places  have  been  named 
for  him. 

In  New  England,  the  Calvinistic  Puritans  did  not  take  too 
kindly  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitefield,  and  many  a  church  denied  him 
the  use  of  its  pulpit.  Such  would  seem  to  have  been  the  case  in 
Wilmington,  and,  it  would  also  seem,  the  church  members  felt 
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COOMBS  FURNITURE  CO. 


454  MIDDLESEX  AVENUE  ■  NORTH  WILMINGTON 


OLiver  8-4511 


LOW  OVERHEAD  .  .  . 


.  .  .  LOW  PRICES 


ROTARY  CLUB  OF  WILMINGTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
"SERVICE  ABOVE  SELF" 


FOUR  WAY  TEST 


1.  Is  It  The  Truth? 

2.  Is  It  Fair  To  All  Concerned? 

3.  Will  It  Build  Goodwill  and  Better  Friendship? 

4.  Will  It  Be  Beneficial  To  All  Concerned? 

"He  Profits  Most  Who  Serves  Best" 


WILMINGTON  ROTARY  PARK 
and  PLAYGROUND,  INC. 


THE  REV.  GEORGE  WHITEFIELD 

(From  a  painting  in  the  Congregational  Library,  14  Beacon  Street, 
Boston) 
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■  The  Wilcox  Insurance  Agency  in  Stoneham  was  established  in 
1882  and  the  Woburn  Office  in  1906.  A  large  number  cr  Wilmington 
people  placed  their  insurance  with  this  Agency  which  is  the  largest 
in  this  area.  For  many  years  Wilmington  people  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  this  concern.  Walter  Wilcox  has  been  president  of  this 
Agency  since  1906. 


WALTER  H.  WILCOX,  INC. 

323  Main  Street  — : —  Woburn,  Mass. 


THE  BILLERICA  PUBLISHING  CO. 

95  Bridge  Street  :  :  Lowell.  Mass. 

GLenview  8-8812 


Publishers  of — 


THE  BILLERICA  NEWS 
and 

THE  WILMINGTON  CRUSADER 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 


HAYDEN  MICA  COMPANY 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 


NORTH  AMERICAN  ACCEPTANCE  CORP. 


29  Moody  Street 


Waltham,  Mass. 


very  strongely  about  it,  for  the  tradition  further  states  that  “he 
preached  to  the  Indians”,  no  white  man,  apparently,  being  willing 
to  listen. 

DANIEL  EAMES 

Daniel  Eames,  a  partner  of  Cadwallader  Ford,  lived  in  the 
house  which  stands  opposite  to  the  end  of  Wildwood  Street,  on 
Woburn  Street.  This  house  was  built  by  Ephraim  Buck  about  1720, 
and  sold  to  Daniel  Eames.  Daniel  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Eames, 
and  there  were  several  men  of  this  name,  in  the  early  history  of 
Wilmington,  so  that  a  person  can  be  confused  as  to  which  Samuel 
was  which,  but  there  was  no  mistaking  Daniel.  He  married  Abigail 
Harnden  Nurse,  in  1720.  She  was  the  heroine  of  the  Harnden 
Massacre,  in  1706.  and  was  the  widow  of  Jonathan  Nurse  (or 
Nourse)  of  Reading.  Jonathan’s  mother  was  one  of  the  women  who 
were  put  to  death,  as  a  witch,  during  the  Salem  Witch  Trials. 

The  home  which  Daniel  bought  was  the  ancestral  home  of  the 
Eames  family  for  over  150  years,  although  Daniel  moved  to  Haver¬ 
hill  in  1748,  and  left  the  building  to  his  son  John.  By  reputation 
Daniel  is  supposed  to  have  lived  just  north  of  the  railroad  tracks, 
on  Woburn  Street,  before  his  marriage  to  Abigail  Harnden.  If  he 
did,  all  traces  of  his  home  were  destroyed  when  the  Portland 
Branch  of  the  B  &  M  was  built  in  1845. 

JIMMY  BUTTERS 

Among  the  quainter  characters  in  Wilmington  was  Jimmy 
Butters,  a  great-grandson  of  Will  Butter.  Jimmy  lived  in  the  home 
adjacent  to  the  Apple  Monument,  on  Chestnut  Street,  and  was 
a  quite  successful  farmer,  being  noted  especially  for  the  oxen  he 
raised.  He  married  twice,  the  second  time  being  after  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  first  marriage  had  left  his  home  for  homes  of  their 
own. 

Jimmy  was  the  owner  of  the  original  Baldwin  Apple  Tree, 
which  was  known  in  Wilmington  as  the  Butter  Apple.  Much  has 
been  written  concerning  this  tree,  whose  origin  is  still  in  dispute. 

Jimmy  was  one  of  the  Wilmington  Minute  Men  who  marched 
on  Lexington  Day  and  he  also  served  honorably,  in  other  events 
of  the  Revolution. 

The  story  about  Jimmy,  however,  that  is  practically  priceless, 
was  his  marriage  (second)  to  Esther  Reed,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Cutler,  of  Wilmington.  (Ripley  had  this  story  for  the  subject  of 
one  of  his  “Believe  It  or  Not”  cartoons). 

Sometime  about  1790  Jimmy  was  in  the  market  place,  in  Wo¬ 
burn,  seeking  to  sell  a  span  of  oxen.  According  to  the  story,  he 
was  stopped  by  a  Simeon  Reed,  who  wanted  to  buy  the  oxen,  but 
had  no  money.  It  was  agreed,  between  the  two  men,  that  Simeon’s 
wife,  who  was  seated  on  a  wagon,  nearby,  could  be  the  payment, 
and  the  wife  was  bartered  for  the  oxen,  each  man  going  home  with 
a  different  type  of  properly  than  which  he  had  when  he  arrived! 

Jimmy,  to  his  dying  day.  insisted  that  it  was  the  best  swap  tie 
ever  made! 

“PRIEST"  REYNOLDS 

On  the  south  side  of  Wildwood  Street,  as  it  joins  Woburn 
Street,  stands  the  home  of  the  Rev.  Freegrace  Reynolds,  who  was 
the  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  for  many  years.  He  was  known 
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by  the  curious  (for  a  Congregational  Clergyman)  title  of  ‘‘Priest” 
Reynolds. 

Mr.  Reynolds  married  the  daughter  of  Wilmington’s  first 
physician,  Doctor  Jabez  Brown,  who  lived  on  High  Street,  at  about 
where  the  Lally  home  is  today.  Dr.  Brown  was  Wilmington’s  only 
physician  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  widow  survived  him 
for  many  years,  and  was  a  very  ardent  worshipper  in  the  church 
where  her  son-in-law  preached,  always  occupying  a  front  pew. 

The  story  is  told  that  “Priest”  Reynolds  was  very  much  given 
to  striding  about,  in  the  pulpit,  as  he  delivered  his  sermons.  His 
mother-in-law,  who  was  quite  deaf,  had  a  special  ear-trumpet,  con¬ 
structed,  a  very  long  one,  so  that  she  could  hold  the  bell  of  the 
trumpet  just  in  front  of  her  son-in-law’s  mouth,  and  thus  not  miss 
one  word  of  the  sermon.  The  poor  lady  had  a  very  difficult  time, 
however,  in  keeping  the  trumpet  in  front  of  Mr.  Reynolds’s  mouth, 
and  her  body  used  to  weave  back  and  forth  in  its  pew,  in  her  efforts 
to  keep  up  with  her  striding  son-in-law,  much  to  the  amusement  of 
the  other  worshipers  in  the  church. 

ASA  G.  SHELDON 

Asa  G.  Sheldon,  a  prominent  contractor  of  the  19th  century, 
lived  on  Woburn  Street,  near  the  Daniel  Eames  farm  (his  wife  was 
an  Eames).  He  was  born  in  Lynnfield,  in  1788,  and  at  an  early  age 
was  engaged  in  trucking  hops  to  Albany,  from  Wilmington.  He  also 
owned,  at  one  time,  the  Nod  Mill,  which  stood  on  Martin’s  Brook, 
just  south  of  Salem  Street.  He  was  a  terrificaly  hard  worker, 
and  achieved  considerable  success,  which  he  has  told  of  very  well, 
in  his  autobiography,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Wilmington  Public 
Library. 

One  story  that  he  did  not  tell  was  of  his  relationship  with  the 
American  House,  in  Boston.  This  was,  in  the  1840’s  the  finest 
hotel  in  America,  and  Charles  Dickens  describes  it  with  awe,  in 
his  American  Notes. 

Sheldon,  at  that  time  was  engaged  in  cutting  down  the  Pem¬ 
berton  Hill,  in  Boston,  using  a  large  force  of  laborers,  and  500  ox 
carts.  One  evening,  dirty  and  tired,  and  in  rough  clothes,  he 
sought  to  engage  a  room  in  the  American  House  for  the  night.  He 
was  refused,  by  the  fastidious  desk  clerk. 

Now,  it  was  a  feature  of  the  General  Laws,  at  this  time,  that 
any  inn-keeper  should  also  take  care  of  the  way-farer’s  cattle. 

Sheldon  returned  to  the  American  House,  about  two  weeks 
after  he  had  been  refused  a  room.  He  was  dressed  in  his  most 
expensive  clothing,  and  this  time  there  was  no  question,  and  he 
signed  the  guest  card. 

Immediately  after  signing  the  guest  card  Sheldon  told  the 
clerk  (the  same  one)  to  “take  care  of  my  cattle!”  The  clerk  looked 
out  the  window  and  saw,  in  Seollay  Square,  150  head  of  cattle, 
which  Sheldon  had  had  driven  into  Boston,  just  for  this  bit  of 
personal  revenge. 

The  cattle  were  cared  for! 

Copyright  1955  by 
Larz  Neilson 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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Compliments  of  .  .  . 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 


JOHNSON 

FARM  SUPPLY 

CHURCH  STREET 

Reading  —  2-1141  —  Mass. 

HARDWARE 

Feeds  Hardware 

WILMINGTON  SQUARE 

Fertilizer  Pet  Suppies 

JOSEPH  APP 

BLUE  SEAL 

Contractor 

Dairy  and  Poultry  Feeds 

Septic  Tanks  -  Cesspools 

Manufactured  by 

Hot  Top  Driveways 

H.  K.  WEBSTER  COMPANY 

Phone  OLiver  8-2223 

Richford,  Vermont 

Woburn  Mass. 

Lawrence,  Mass. 
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JOHN  F.  GLEASON 

HUNTLEY’S  LUNCH 

INSURANCE 

Complete  Insurance  Service 

We  have  been  serving  you  for 

Over  30  Years 

Fire  -  Life  -  Casualty  -  Surety 

Service  Above  Self 

80  Florence  Ave.  Wilmington 

416  Main  Street  Wilmington 

OLiver  8-2671 

OLiver  8-4441 

BROOKS  and  EATON’S 

DURKEE’S 

Reading  —  Stoneham 

BARBER  SHOP 

Wakefield  and  Boston 

EXPRESS 

Main  Street  Wilmington 

Owner,  Nick  DeFelice 
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COUNT 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

ON 

US 

•  ATLANTIC 

NOW 

TO  SELL 

•  FOOD 

YOUR  HOUSE! 

•  MART 

Bob  Clark  Don  Anderson 

COUNTY  REAL  ESTATE 
CO. 

30  Haven  Street  Reading 

329  Lowell  Street 
Wilmington 

Route  129  OLiver  8-2012 

Best  Wishes  .  .  . 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

MR.  and  MRS. 

MYTRON,  INC. 

WILLIAM  ALTMAN 

and 

North  Wilmington  Mass. 

ATTORNEY  and  MRS. 

ALAN  ALTMAN 

Joseph  T.  Kelleher 

Church  Street  Wilmington 

T.  Joseph  McGrath 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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Compliments  of  .  .  . 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

NICHOLS  FUNERAL  HOME 

DANA  F.  PERKINS  &  SONS, 

INC. 

187  Middlesex  Avenue 

Civil  Engineers  and  Surveyors 

Tel.  OLiver  8-4744 

270  Main  Street  Reading 

Reading  2-0185 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

TANNERS 

SEARS  ROEBUCK  &  CO. 

NATIONAL  BANK 

WOBURN 

443  Main  Street 

Woburn  2-1900 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Congratulations  and  .  .  . 


Very  Best  Wishes 

fcr 

Satisfaction 


\  Compliments  of  .  .  . 


CONSOLIDATED  .  . 


at  harvest  time 


. .  chemical  .  . 


Woburn,  Mass. 


.  .  INDUSTRIES 


Woburn,  Mass. 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 


A 


DR.  and  MRS. 


FRIEND 


ERNEST  MacDOUGALL 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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Compliments  of  . 


DR. 

E. 

F. 

CHERNOFF 

Optometrist 

DR. 

S. 

M. 

FILIPEK, 

Dentist 

DR. 

R. 

HARRIS, 

Podiatrist 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 

BRESS  STORES 

5e  to  $1.00  and  up 

446  Main  Street  Wilmington 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 

Electric  Cooking 

Electric  Water  Heating 
Clean  -  Safe  -  Fast  -  Economical 

WILMINGTON 

“The  way  to  better  living 
with  Electricity” 

BUILDERS 

TOWN  OF  READING 
MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPT. 

SUPPLY 

25  Haven  Street  Reading 

Reading  2-1340 

OLiver  8-3645 

LONE  STAR 

FOUNDATION  COMPANY 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

Kiernan  Avenue 

Wilmington  Mass. 

BAY  STATE  STEEL  CO 

Carlton  R.  Traywick 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

REXALL 

WILMINGTON  CENTER 
PHARMACY,  INC. 

A.  M.  Woodside,  Ph.  G. 

Tel.  Oliver  8-4478 

432  Main  Street  Wilmington 

CURRIER'S  EXPRESS 

SERVING 

Stoneham  -  Reading 

North  Reading  -  Winchester 
Woburn  -  Wilmington 
Burlington  -  Billerica 
Tewksbury  -  Arlington 

71  Shawsheen  Ave.  Wilmington 
OLiver  8-4671 

Boston  Office  -  CApital  7-4790 
Res.  -  OL  8-4590 

529  Commercial  Street 
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ATLAS 

PAINT 

“115  Years  a  Prescription  Store*' 

and 

F.  &  E.  BAILEY  &  CO. 

SUPPLY 

GL  8-8447 

CO. 

GL  8-8448 

525  Main  Street  Reading 

79  Merrimack  Street  Lowell 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

NICKLES  DAIRY 

DRS.  PORTER  and  TUCKER 

50  Boston  Road  Lowell 

—  Optometrists  — 

68  Merrimack  Street 

Ice  Cream  —  Milk 

Dairy  Prodcts 

GLenview  3-3681 

GLenview  3-0582 

Lowell  Mass. 

Good  Luck  To  Rotary 

Best  Wishes 

ROSENBLOOM  PAPER  CO. 

BUEL 

50  Middlesex  Street  Lowell 

MACHINE 

COMPANY 

Tel.  GLenview  5-5031 

Woburn  Mass. 

— Home  of  O.K.  Used  Cars — 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

LANNAN— UNGERMAN.  INC. 

HENRY  BILLAUER 

40  Winn  Street  Woburn 

—  Jeweler  — 

Chevrolet  —  Oldsmobile 

Established  1921 

Woburn  2-0120 


Woburn 


Mass. 


T.  R.  RAWSON,  INC. 

ALBERT  D.  MALONE 

Real  Estate  -  Acreage 

General  Contracting 

House  Lots  -  Notary  Public 

135  Church  Street  Wilmington 

891  Main  Street  Woburn 

MOnument  6-2792 

OLiver  8-4445  -  Res. 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

ROCCO'S  RESTAURANT 

BOUVIER  WATCH  REPAIR 

Italian  Foods 

Pizza  -  Ravioli  -  Lasagna 
Chicken  —  Steaks 

“Timing  by  Watch-Master” 

OLiver  8-8359 

Norlth  Wilmington 

Main  Street  Wilmington 

POOLE'S  HOME  BAKERY 

RUDERMAN'S 
APPLIANCE  COMPANY 

Main  Street  Wilmington  Sq. 

Dealers  in  .  .  . 

Quality  Bakery  Products 

Made  on  the  Premises 

Leading  Home  Appliances 

Tel.  OLiver  8-4583 

Gould  Street  Reading 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

THOMAS  F.  SULLIVAN 

READING  SUPPLY  CO. 

Plumbing  and  Pleating 

UL  1-7197 

Route  28 

Pike  Street  Tewksbury 

Reading  Mass. 

Good  Luck  .  .  . 

Best  Wishes  .  .  . 

To 

ART  JEWELERS 

ROTARY  PARK,  INC. 

A  FRIEND 

440  Main  Street  Woburn 
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Best  Wishes  to  .  . 


CUMMINGS 


V 


ROTARY  PARK,  INC. 

A  FRIEND 


FURNITURE  COMPANY 

27  Montvale  Avenue  Woburn 

Woburn  2-2826 
F 


McMAHON  FUNERAL  HOME 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 


176  Middlesex  Avenue 
Wilmington 


A  FRIEND 


S 


MO  3-3443  GL  2-5411 

GROSSMAN  LUMBER  CO. 

Serving  New  England  With  the 
A  FRIEND  Finest  Lumber  and 

Building  Material 
Home  -  Industrial  -  Camp 

Boston  Road  Billerica 


mo  cwtiMsroee 

JA  ACTON  HA  SI 


am  x  m  i  li 


NASHUA  -  N  M. 
MILFORD  •  N  M 


Dempster 

Shallow  and  Deep  Well  Pumps 
Parts  and  Accessories 

H.  E.  SMITH  PUMP  CO. 

Sales  and  Service 
639  Woburn  Street 
Wilmington  OL  8-2017 

Harold  E.  Smith 


New  and  Reclaimed  Lumber 
Plumbing  Supplies 

HARVEY 

BUILDING  SUPPLIES 
and 

WRECKING  CO.,  INC. 

'  203  Boston  Road  Chelmsford 
GL  2-9297 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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SHOECRAFT  SHOP 

402  Main  Street 

New  Shoes  -  Shoe  Service 

WILMINGTON  CLEANERS 

OLiver  8-4725 

444  Main  Street 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

CHAPIN -NICHOLS  CO. 

42  Haven  Street  Reading 

BILL  &  MEL'S 

SHELL  SERVICE  STATION 

Main  Street  Wilmington 

OLiver  8-2311 

A  FRIEND 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

VINCENT  CURTAIN  SHOPPE 

Main  Street  Woburn 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

JACK  RILEY 
Wilmington  Food  Mart 

ROYAL  FURNITURE 

Main  Street 

Woburn 

TEWKSBURY 

PAINT  &  HARDWARE,  INC. 

851  Main  Street  Tewksbury 

UL  1-7358 

Please  write  to  the  boys 
over  there! 

GEORGE'S 

Wilmington  Square 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

WILMINGTON 

GRAIN  &  BUILDING 
MATERIAL  COMPANY 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

490  Main  Street 

OLiver  8-8364 

BYAM'S 

LAUNDERERS  &  CLEANSERS 

MOntrose  3-8874 

OLiver  8-2007 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

T.  C.  DALEY 

KNOLLWOOD  FARM  DAIRY 

Wilmington  Mass. 

HAZEL  and  FRED 

Antiques 

We  Buy  and  Sell  Anything 

896  Main  Street  Tewksbury 

UL  1-7182 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

P.  COGGER  CO. 

Washed  Sand  and  Gravel 
GLenview  3-1381 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

A  FRIEND 

A.  G.  POLLARD  CO. 

Now  In  Our  120th  Year 
Lowell’s  Leading 
Department  Store 

RUSTY’S  TEXACO  STATION, 

“Rusty”  Brabant 
Repairing  and  Inspection  Station 
287  Main  Street  Wilmington 

OLiver  8-8363 

EDWARD  G.  BOYLE 

Insurance  Real  Estate 

178  Main  Street  Woburn 

Tel  Woburn  2-2170 

>❖♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

46 


BOND  SHOES  Quality  Shoes 
For  The  Entire  Family 
Florsheim  -  Stride  Rite 

Red  Cross 

446  Main  Street  Woburn 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

CENTRAL  HARDWARE 

437  Main  Street  Woburn 

Woburn  2-0032 

GENERAL  REALTY  CO. 

Real  Estate  OL  8-3581 

943  Main  Street  Wilmington 

Marion  T.  Murphy 
Raymond  F.  Fenton 

WARNER'S  JENNY  STATION 

945  Main  Street  Wilmington 

Tel.  OL  8-8379 

V.  L.  Archibald 

WOBURN  HARDWARE 
&  PLUMBING  SUPPLY  CO. 

502  -  508  Main  Street 

Tel.  Woburn  2-2300 

BELLINI  CORSET  SHOP 

Corsets  -  Girdles  -  Bras 
Lingerie  and  Hosiery 

448  Main  Street  -  Woburn  2-3116 
Infant  and  Children’s  Wear 

PHINNEY'S  TAXI 

Beverly  Ave.  —  Wilmington 
OLiver  8-4544 

Free  Estimates  Woburn  2-2589 

WOBURN 

FLOOR  COVERING  CO. 

Linoleums  -  Wall  Tile  -  Carpets 
494  Main  Street  Woburn 

Tel.  GL  8-6345 

HARRY  BASS,  INC. 

166  Central  Street  Lowell 

BLAISDELL 

MOTOR  TRANSPORTATION 

Range  and  Fuel  Oil 

Tel.  OLiver  8-2011 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

A  FRIEND 

S.  F. 

WOOD-ABBOTT  CO. 

Est.  1872 

Diamond  Merchants  &  Jewelers 
175  Merrimack  St.  Lowell 

cor.  Kirk  St.  GL  2-4331 

With  Best  Wishes  .  .  . 

THE 

TEWKSBURY  ADVERTISER 

“One  Purpose — 

To  Serve  The  People” 

For  Promptness! 

CALL 

JOE'S  TAXI  SERVICE 

OLiver  8-2949 

Railroad  Avenue 

NORTH  WILMINGTON  CAB 

24  Hour  Service 

A.  Brabant  OL  8-2543  -  8-3659 

NORTH  WOBURN  MACHINE 
CO. 

Nichols  Street  No.  Woburn 

Carl  C.  Neilson  -  Carl  E.  Neilson 
Robert  Farrell 

FRANK'S  AMOCO  SERVICE 

Main  and  Fames  Street 
Wilmington  Mass. 

JACK'S  DINER 

901  Main  Street 

North  Woburn 

Best  Wishes  .  .  . 

A  FRIEND 

F.  S. 

TEWKSBURY  TOWN  TAXI 

UL  1-7171 

Serving  —  Tewksbury  .  .  . 
Wilmington  and  Billerica 

Day  and  Night  Service 

THE  WILMINGTON  ROTARY  PARK  AND  PLAYGROUND 


The  Wilmington  Rotary  Park  and  Playground  is  a  project  of 
the  Rotary  Club  of  Wilmington,  a  project  which  has  been  assisted 
by  the  residents  of  the  town,  under  the  name  of  Wilmington 
Rotary  Park,  Inc. 

’  •  -'.-i 

The  Park,  on  which  is  being  conducted  this  225th  Anniversary 
of  the  Town  of  Wilmington,  was  a  former  6  acre  cranberry  bog, 
neglected,  and  the  source  of  nuisances  and  mosquitos.  It  was 
purchased  by  the  Rotary  Club  of  Wilmington,  in  1950,  for  conver¬ 
sion  into  a  playground  for  the  children  of  Wilmington.  For  the 
past  five  years  the  Wilmington  Rotary  Park,  Inc.  has  been  improv¬ 
ing  this  ground,  a  job  thait  has  yet  to  be  finished.  Three  acres  of 
land,  now  filled  in,  will  soon  be  planted  in  grass.  A  skating  pond 
has  been  made,  a  shallow  pond,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  younger 
children,  one  that  will  afford,  above  all,  safety.  Other  portions 
of  the  park  will  be  the  site  of  a  baseball  field,  a  playground  for 
tots,  and  room  too,  for  the  older  folks. 

This  Park  is  being  made  without  profit  to  any  person. 

To  all  who  have  helped  in  any  way,  to  develop  this  park,  to  pre¬ 
pare  this  celebration,  and  to  those  who  have  participated,  the 
Wilmington  Rotary  Park,  Inc.  extends  its  sincere  thanks. 
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Compliments  of  .  .  . 


FRED  F.  CAIN,  INC. 
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CHRYSLER 


PLYMOUTH 


INTERNATIONAL  TRUCKS 


—  USED  CARS  - 


WILMINGTON 


MASS. 


Compliments  of  .  .  . 

Compliments  of  .  .  . 

FREDDIE’S 

SUPERMARKET 

ANTHONY 

SIGNORE, 

FOSTER’S  CORNER 

Tewksbury  Massachusetts 

INC. 

The  Wilmington  Crusader,  Printers 


